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TOWARD A CONSTRUCTIVE 
PEACE .- 3 


Planning 
plus 
freedom 


by E. F. SCHUMACHER 


of the Institute of Statistics, Ox- 
ford, and one of the most brilliant 
and successful of the younger 
ecbnomists. A close collaborator 
of Sir William Beveridge in his 
“Full Employment” inquiry, Mr. 
Schumacher has already to his 
credit much original work in the 
field of modern economic theory 
and practice. 


HEN we come to analyse 
the causes of modern 
wars we find that eco- 

nomic considerations predomin- 

ate. Even Nazism, apart from 

Hitler’s personal megalomania, 

rests on economic conceptions 

fundamentally more important 
and far-reaching than its ide- 
ology.” Thus writes Sir Victor 

Wellesley, late Deputy Under- 

Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs, in his recent book 

“Diplomacy in Fetters.” 


He is not a trained economist and 
his economic analysis often seems to 
£0 wrong. But he has come to the 
conclusion, from a life-time of ex- 
Perience in diplomacy, that one of the 
chief “fetters” of British diplomacy is 
created “by the inability of politicians 
to think economically and of econo- 
mists to think politically.” 

“It was not then realized,” he ex- 
claims, “indeed it is hardly now— 
that, thanks to  industrialization, 
domestic and foreign policy were 
rapidly becoming two aspects of one 
and the same problem.” Unless that 
connexion is clearly seen, diplomacy, 
whose task it is to remove the causes 
of war, will fail. 

“Foreign policy can no longer con- 
fine itself to purely political issues, 
for today the peace of the world 
depends more on the co-operation and 
co-ordination of in:ernational eco- 
nomic activities than on ‘any other 
single factor.” But the required 
degree of such co-operation “implies, 
if not national ownership, at least 
centralized contro] and planning on a 
scale unknown in Great Britain until 
it was forced upon us by the war.” 

hese are remarkable statements, 
coming from someone not given 
to doctrinaire generalization nor 
attached to any -artiecular “ism.” 


* 


NO country can pursue an economic 
“" foreign policy based on principles 
opposed to those of its domestic 
policy. Britain and America cannot 
co-operate in creating an expansionist 
world system, unless they, each 
within its own country, can carry 
through an expansionist policy of full 
employment. They cannot success- 
fully collaborate in the improvement 
of living standards in “backward” 
countries, unless they, each of them, 
go all out for the elimination of back- 
ward areas within their own territory. 
International planning and internal 
laissez-faire are as incompatible as 
interna] planning and _ international 
laissez-faire. 

“Peace between nations,” writes Sir 
Victor Wellesley, “is no more possible 
than peace between classes without 
readjustment between the rich and 


(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


WAR-POLICY THAT SPELLS 
DEATH TO EUROPE 


HE present conditior of Europe awakens in very different 
minds memories of ‘<he end-of-the-world atmosphere of the 

New Testament. Lord Halifax has compared the condition 

of Europe with that of the man from whom one devil was driven, 
leaving him like a house swept and garnished, into which seven 


worse devils entered in. 


“The Germans fed and provided work 


for the people of occupied Europe, except in the case of Greece, 
because it was to their advantage.” 


The New Statesman speaks of the 
Fourth Horseman of the Apocalypse. 

“The average man in Belgium as in Italy” 
(says the New Statesman) ‘‘makes the reflec- 
tion, as inevitable as it is unjust, that in the 
matter of food and work he fared better under 
Hitler's New Order." 

Inevitable, no doubt, because true. 
But why unjust? Is it unjust because 
it implies that the United Nations 
are responsible for the present 
hunger and misery of Europe? Are 
they not? They deliberately decided 
to fight the Germans out of occupied 
Europe. 


Allied responsibility 


HAVING made that decision—at 

least two years ago: for it was 
implicit in the demand for ‘“uncon- 
ditiona] surrender”—it was the plain 
duty of the United Nations to do their 
utmost that the Europe which they 
liberated should not suffer worse 
miseries than it did under the Ger- 
Man occupation. 


That would have made the invasion 
of Europe an even more arduous 
enterprise than it actually was. And 
no amount of prescience or prepara- 
tion could have prevented a serious 
dislocation of transport for a time. 
Bombing of communications on the 
scale thought to be necessary was 
bound to entail] the virtual paralysis 
of the oranism of a modern State. 


But to all appearance no serious 
thought whatever was given to the 
necessity of restoring those com- 
munications except in so far as they 
were directly contributory to the 
military operations. In the expecta- 
tion of immediate victory, it is said 
by way of apology, enormous masses 
of shipping were diverted to the Far 


East. The excuse does not hold: for 
shipping would still have been 
necessary for the restoration of 


Europe. The root cause of the present 
miseries of Europe is a complete 
failure of imagination on the part of 
the Allied war-statesmen. 


Freedom - to perish 
ACTUALLY, we still know very 
+™ little about the reality of con- 
ditions even in France. They are 
terribly bad, and are going from bad 
to worse. The rationed, food in 
France—when the ration can be had 
—gives only just over 1,000 calories 
a day. The New Statesman (Feb. 
23) gives an appalling account of the 
starvation in Holland. Conditions 
there, it says, are “incomparably 
worse” than in Belgium, where they 
are bad enough in all conscience. 


Freedom trom want 


The article in col. 1 18 the third in 
our series in which well-known ex- 
perts are considering the issues in- 
volved in a constructive approach to 
peace-making. 

The National Peace Council's 
Petition for a Constructive Peace 
calls (in sub-section b) for: 

“the abolition of poverty and unemployment 

and the raising of standards, both economic 

and cultural, through the maximum use and 
equitable sharing of all available resources.”” 

What this involves in terms of 
practical policies is indicated in the 
following passage from the state- 
ment, “The Conditions of a Construc- 
tive Peace,” which is also being dis- 
tributed by the NPC: f 

“Co-operation between all the nations in 
an expansionist economic policy aiming at 
an increase of and a more just sharing in 
the real wealth of the world. 

“International financial arrangements 
together with an international development 
policy making possible the fullest exchange 
of goods and services throughout the world 
and the improvement of living standards in 
‘backward’ countries. 

“The co-ordination of and increase in the 
world production of foodstuffa and the 
general] acceptance of the obligation to pro- 
mote higher standards of nutrition, shelter, 
clothing and other basic consumers’ needs.”” 
Mr, Schumacher's article shows 

how the objective of world freedom 
from want must affect domestic 
economic policy. 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


Take too the Grand Duchess’s des- 
eription of little Luxembourg: 

“Almost half our territory has been com- 
pletely ravaged. The peasantry in this, our 
agricultural territory, have lost everything. 
What there is of foodstuffs will be exhausted 
in March, Help must come at once.” (Sunday 
Times, Feb. 25.) 

A leading article in the News 
Chronicle (Feb. 22) comes—belatedly 
indeed—to a point of view urged in 
these pages for years. 

“It is useless our liberating the peoples of 
Holland and Belgium if, in the process, these 
peoples perish from starvation. And to ward 
off starvation, ag things are now, calls not for 
routine efforts but for superhuman exertions 
on the highest levels of imagination and organ- 
izing ability. 

“It is up to us all to bring unremitting 
pressure to bear on the Government. We must 
make sure that they see this problem as a 
whole—that they realize how profoundly its 
solution affects the world’s future—and that 
they take consistently the longest view.” 


Churchill’s promise 


BETTER late than never. The time 
for these thoughts was four years 
ago. Then and afterwards imagina- 
tion on the highest level should have 
shaped policy and educated the British 
people into a knowlege of the evil 
they had averted. Now the evil has 
grown to monstrous proportions. 

But I am reminded that, four-and- 
a-half years ago, at the highest level 
these words were solemnly spoken: 

“We shall do our best to encourage the 
building up of reserves of fo all over the 
world, so that there will always be held up 
before the eyes of the people of Europe, in- 
cluding--I say it deliberately—the German and 
Austrian peoples, the certainty that the shat- 
tering of the Nazi power will bring to them 
all immediate food, freedom, and peace.” (Mr. 
Churchill, Aug. 20, 1940.) 

ope ° . 

Military insanity 
wer it has happened to that solemn 
statement? Thrown on_ the 
scrap-heap, like so many more. Here 
is a statement of the policy being 
actually followed, made by Col. Canby, 
Civil Affairs officer of the US 7th 
Army: Ye 

“In Italy we had a sympathetic interest in 
the inhnbitants, but we have no such interest 
in the German nation. If their rations get too 
low, it will be just too bad. No rations will be 


brought into Germany till their food reserves 
are so low that the starving population be- 


comes a menace. We will make no effort to 
restore industry and we don’t care if the banka 
open or shut. We are not going to help them.” 

It is the kind of stuff which appeals 
to the vulgar: and it is vicious non- 
sense. — It may gratify the spirit of 
vindictiveness, but it is a policy which 
will recoil on the inventors. But there 
is worse to follow. 

“The 8 million displaced personnel of the 
Allied Nations who are now in Germany will 
be supervised and controlled by Allied per- 
sonnel, but will be fed and clothed hy Germany. 
‘The policy will be,’ said Col. Canby, ‘to force 
Germans to denude themselves of what they 
need for the sake of thia mass of displaced 
people’. (Reuter: Star, Feb. 17.) 


Now UNRRA’S estimate of the 
number of “displaced persons” in Ger- 
many—i.e. those deported to Germany 
to labour—is between 8 and 9 millions. 
(Daily Mail, Feb. 21). They are, by 
this insane policy, to be sustained by 
a Germany whose industry the Allies 
are to make no effort to restore! 
When we remember that UNRRA is 
subordinate to the Civil Administra- 
tion branch of the Army (for which 
Col. Canby speaks) we begin to see 
how unreasonable it is to blame 
UNRRA for the situation. Military 
insanity will be the death of Europe. 


Bad for France 


GEN. de Gaulle’s extravagances 
may be ascribed to the same 
cause: military insanity, but compli- 
eated by an inferiority complex. The 
dangerous consequence is an outbreak 
of the wild nationalism of M. Poincare, 
which bedevilled Europe in the years 
after 1918, without the material basis 
which the undefeated France of those 
days still possessed. De Gaulle is 
Poincaré carried to the point of sheer 
lunacy: his person and policy reveal 
the fatuity of aping a Great Power. 
His refusa] to meet Roosevelt is plain 
megalomania. 
Fortunately, there are signs of 
political opposition to a policy which 


must be suicidal for France. The first 
is that M. Vincent Auriol, the 
Socialist leader, has condemned de 


Gaulle’s demand for sole control of the 
Rhine and the Rhineland. Only inter- 
national control, he says in 
Populaire, can give France security in 
this region. M. Auriol ig Chairman 
of the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the Consultative Assembly, which de 
Gaulle tends increasingly to ignore. 
But there is every cause to hope, and 
some reason to believe, that when 
elections are held in France, the policy 
of M. Auriol will have popular 
backing. 


The true voice 


AN even more significant criticism 
** of de Gaulle comes from Combat, 
the chief organ of the non-Com- 
munist resistance. It is quoted by 


The Observer, Feb. 25. 

“It is no longer poesible to conceal the fact 
that France will emerge from this war terribly 
impoverished. Not only will she be unable for 
many Jong years to come to pretend to be a 
Great Power economically, but she will have a 
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The doctor couldn't rest ... 


From a dispatch from Leslie Bain published in the Boston Herald (USA), 


date-lined “Twelfth Evacuation Hospital, France, Jan. 


“TEE was 7 o’clock in the evening of 


12 (delayed)”:. 
the fifth day of the German break- 


through and 10 hours earlier I had checked in at a battalign dressing 
station up at the front to follow step by step the process of caring for our 


wounded .. - ‘ 

“A sensitive young doctor quietly 
attention. He was brooding as usual. 
As he explained to me, he was in| 
charge of the shock ward, the most 
morbid place in the hospital. He had 
the highest death rate and the 
thought cheered him little that any 
life saved there was a net gain, 
because he got his patients after 
other wards had given them up as 
lost. This particular evening he was 
brooding over a man whom he had 
kept alive throughout three weeks 
with sheer, stubborn determination, 
and now he was about to lose him. 

“During the three weeks the patient 
had undergone three brain operations 
and three bone operations, and in 
addition he had received three bottles 
of human blood donated by human 
hospital attendants and 15 plasma 
transfusions. Grimly the doctor kept 
battling against inexorable fate and 
he couldn’t enjoy his rest knowing he 
had lost. 

“On my way out, for I was to take 
off for the interior with a group of 
wounded, I passed my young doctor 
friend’s ward. I asked the nurse to 
point out to me the dying man. He 
was a German corporal.” 


smoking in the corner attracted my 


THE WHOLE JOB 


MAX PLOWMAN wrote in May, 
i 1910, on the day after the 
passing of the Emergency Powers 
Act: “Yesterday tolled the knell of 
personal liberty as we have under- 
stood it for a century at least. We 
shal] have to discover the means of 
living within the interstices of a 
totalitarianism that will be like chain- 
mai] and handcuffs to freedom of 
thought.” The queer thing is how men 
accustom themselves to the new ten- 


tacular State. 


To make headway against its oppression calls 
for unremitting activity—in the sense of be- 
coming fully aware of our situation and our 
responsibility, and acting im the full light of 
that consciousness. The inculcation of Pacifism 
itself is only one part of that activity. The 
increase of consciousness, the kindling of 
Imagination by word and act, is a way of 
describing the whole of it. To that Peace News 
is dedicated. Help its work all you can. 

Contributions since Feb. 16: £35 183. 7d. 
Total to date: £5,776 11s. 9d. 

THE EDITOR 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 


News, Ltd., and address them to the Account- 
ant, Peace News 3 Blacketock Rd.. N.4. 
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PEACE NEWS 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


ADVICE TO A: 
SOLDIER 


AT the present rate of about two a 
+™ week, British soldiers in Italy are 
applying for permission to marry 
Italian girls. On doing so they receive 
a copy of a letter, distributed through 
the office of the Senior Forces Chap- 
lain, which is printed in the Daily 
Mail of Feb. 22. This interesting 
document aims to dissuade them by 
the following arguments. 


First, because the girl 
enemy. 

“I know myself,”’ says this Christian mentor, 
“that we ought not to bear grudges against 
our enemies if we want to have real peace in 
the world. But what is going to affect you is 
that if you do marry her and bring her back to 
England you may find yourself living next door 
to someone whoee husband or son was killed in 
Italy and who is likely to feel very bitter 
against the Italians for some time.” 

Secondly, because the soldier’s feel- 
ing towards the girl may change, 
when he gets home. This argument is 
very elusively expressed. But the 
point of it seems to be that a woman’s 
company is peculiarly seductive to a 
serving soldier: and he will repent of 
his choice when he gets among Eng- 
lish girls again. The passage ends: 

“What I mean is that a glass of vino at a 
Yocal farm is better than nothing, but it isn’t 
better than a pint of beer at the Old Red Cow, 
is it?” 

Thirdly: Why not choose an English 
girl? “I know a lot of very nice ones,” 
says this confidential padre. And any- 
how this is an Englishman’s duty. 
There were 2 million surplus women 
after the last war. “Why let even one 
of them down?” 


Fourthly: “When your girl is about 
30, she will look old enough to be your 
mother. If you don’t believe me, get 
her to show you some Italian women 
aged 35, then decide whether you 
would want to wake up and find that 
on the pillow beside you in about ten 
years’ time.” 


Fifthly: How can you expect your 
wife to fit into English life? She will 
only be too anxious to come to Eng- 
land, because “the life we live here, as 
you have learned, is a lot better than 
the life they live anywhere else.” 


Sixthly and last: The religious 
question: which (he says) is the most 
important of all. But all he says about 
it is: Talk to your padre! 


The religious humbug of the first 
argument is downright. We must not 
remember evil against our ex- 
enemies; but we must remember that 
others will, and act in deference to 
them. That sets the tone for the 
worldly wisdom and the narrow 
nationalism of all the rest—a sadly 
eloquent witness of the depths to 
which official Christianity has fallen. 
It appears as the handmaiden of the 
totalitarian State: uttering itself in a 
document spiritually indistinguishable 
from those which Hitler issued to the 
Aryans. 


It is quite unscrupulous in its in- 
sinuations. The passage beginning: 
“What I mean...” would take a lot 
of beating for nastiness disguised as 
bonhomie. The passage about the 
pillow-mate is both unpleasant and 
dishonest. English girls would age as 
quickly as their Italian sisters if they 
did the sheer hard manual labour of 
the Italian peasant girl. Nor is there 
any basis whatsoever for the insinu- 
ation that marriage of an Englishman 
with a foreigner must be less happy 
than one with an Englishwoman. Our 
own experience, so far as it goes, is 
definitely to the contrary. 

The “religious question,” described 
as the most important of all, is of 
course that of marriage between a 
nominal Protestant and a_ perhaps 
more than nominal Catholic. In the 
latter case, the religious education of 
the children might be an issue, But 
are there not some hundreds of thou- 
sands—if not miflions—of Catholic 
Englishwomen? Is the soldier to be 
dissuaded from marriage with them? 

To sum up, this precious letter is 
neither Christianity nor common- 
sense, but nationalism—bad national- 
ism—masquerading as religion and 
good comradeship, and making its 
appeal persistently to the baser side 
of man. 


Was an 
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Wrex will men begin to 
believe in personal influ- 


ence rather than political 
power? 


_ Romain Rolland, the French pacifist 
in the last war, put it very clearly in 
an “Appeal to the Women of Europe”: 
“The strongest and the only efficacious action 
which seems to me to be in the power of all 
of us, men, women and children, is individua] 
action—of man to man, soul to soul; action by 
word, by example, by all one’s being. Mothers, 
sisters, companions, friends, loved ones—it 
depends on you if you will it, to save the soul 
of man. You have him in your hands—a child. 
And near the woman he respects and loves, 
man is always a child. Why do you not save 
him? Doubtless because too few among you 
are saved yourselves, Commence then by that.”’ 
In practical situations the tension 
between the Big-Enderg ang Little- 
Enders sometimes becomes acute. 
When Dr. ‘Henry Hodgkin, the 
chairman of the Fellowship of Re- 
conciliation and member of many 
important committees, felt an urgent 
concern to go out to China to urge 
the pacifist conception of Christianity, 
he wrote to me on the voyage: 
“You have no idea how weak I feel in urging 
this view upon the military officers and Anglo- 
Indians I meet aboard.” 
But it was not long before he was 
appointed secretary of the United 
Christian Council of China and was 
at work seeking to reconcile and unite 
the 150 Christian sects that had 
missionaries in China. 


Theory and practice 


When the Nationalist armies were 
driving the Northern armies back on 
Shanghai, pacifists in England pro- 
tested by means of printed postcards 
against our sending any reinforce- 
ments to defend Shanghai and other 
Treaty ports. These protests reached 
Shanghai when Dr. Hodgkin found 
himself confronted by the embarrass- 
ment of seeming to oppose the afford- 
ing of any protection to a civilian 
population in Shanghai, which, with 
no profession of pacifism, was called 
on to face the approach of 
emoralized Chinese armies in retreat 
or attack. Such pacifism projected 


-MEN WHO WILL 
BE MISSED 


William T. Elmslie 


BY the death through enemy action 
* recently of the Rev. W. T. Elmslie 

the peace movement has lost a very 

helpful and influential friend. 


Though as a Church official—he was General 
Secretary of the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land and Chairman of the International De- 
partment of the British Council of Churches— 
he conscientiously refrained from using his 
position of trust to advance his own pacifist 
beliefs, and for the same reason did not become 
a member of any pacifist organization, except 
as an associate of the Presbyterian Pacifist 
Group, his personal influence in the counsels of 
the Church counted for much, not only in 
holding together in fellowship pacifist and non- 
pacifist Christians, but in promoting activity 
which was a practical expression of pacifist 
faith. When occasion demanded he did declare 
his convictions unreservedly, as when early in 
the war he was called with other Church 
Jeaders to Downing Street for an interview 
with the Prime Minister. 

His wise judgment and unassuming char- 
acter won for him the affectionate esteem, not 
only of his own Church, but of all the 
Churches. He wns one of those rare spirits 
whose whole life is in itself an interpretation 
of the pacifist Way, and a persuasive argument 
for it. His personal and intimate knowledge of 
the Continental Churches would have been a 
powerful factor in the restoration of fellowship 
after the war, and in this field, even more than 
any other, his loss will be grievously felt for 
years to come. 

L.M. 


John Bough 
»J OHN Bough was a lovely and 
lovable character who has left to 


indelible impression of his indomitable 
courage, his stimulating and imagina- 
tive intellect, his lively and kindly 
humour and his disinterested seeking 
for the good of others. 

That a life so full of brilliant promise should 
have been so abruptly cut short is indeed hard 
and bitter to accept. He had practical gifts of 
a high order and his qualities of fellowship, 
Jeadership and shrewd common sense made him 
the natural chairman of the Northfield PPU 
Group during the period before he joined the 
Friends Ambulance Unit. 

He was a little impatient of theoretical paci- 
fism and consistently conformed his practice to 
his principles. His convictions were tested and 
verified by personal experience and his. work 
for the PPU in the group, on the Birmingham 
Council and in connexion with other organiza- 
tions was always characterized by a refreshing 
though seasoned enthusiasm. 

It is fitting that the manner of his passing 
should so poignantly express his character and 
his faith. His untimely death is part of the 
awful and bloody tragedy of this war and it is 
also a challenge to us to carry on his work for 
peace and social justice with greater deter- 


mination. 
RONALD HAND 


those who knew him intimately an: 


by Geo. M. LI. Davies 


by people safe at home upon people 
in imminent peril abroad was some- 
thing cheaper and inferior to the 
actual] conduct of the British troops 
themselves, who stood on guard un- 
armed outside the barbed-wire en- 
tanglements to disarm the refugee 
Chinese soldiers before admitting 
them to safety. 

Actually, too, it was the weighty 
memorandum prepared by Dr. Hodg- 
kin, after his interview with the 
Foreign Secretary, that was followed, 
almost literally, in Sir Austen Cham- 
berlain’s remarkable declaration on 
British policy in China with the re- 
nunciation of extra-territorial rights, 
ete. Again, it was annunciation of the 
right way, rather than denunciation 
of the wrong, that saved the peace. 


* 
JN all controversy, it is easier to 
take sides than to take the centre. 
When the Swedish Bishops in the 
days of the Ruhr occupation by France 
appealed for forgiveness and against 
the spread of violence to the Powers 


concerned, Dr. Soderblom, the Arch- 


bishop, wrote: 

“I have already suffered the fate of the 
peace-maker; I have heen struck on both 
cheeks; the French say I am pro-German and 
the Germans that I am pro-French.” 


For so many years after the last 
war, we pacifists were pre-occupied 
with the Big-End approach to states- 
men, to bishops, to politicians. I re- 
member so approaching Mr. Lloyd 
George in 1920 and finding to my 
surprise that he too was a man en- 
compassed with weakness, who saw 
a right way and a strait gate Lo 
peace through which the multitude of 
MPs and their constituents would not 
follow him. 

I approached similarly the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury during the pre- 
earious beginnings of the Irish peace 
overtures in 1921, when it seemed 
vital to get public opinion, and above 
all Christian opinion, behind the new 
peace venture. The old Archbishop 
was obviously moved by what I told 
him of the praying crowds I had seen 
in Dublin two days before, and of the 
appeals of the Catholic clergy; but he 
thought the Pope had been very weak, 
that the Noncomformists were touchy, 
and the Church itself deeply divided 


on the Irish question. He said 
finally: 
“But I can't do as I like or appeal to all 


Christian people in the way you suggest. I 
should have to consult the King, who, I may 
tell you. is very indignant about it all and 
willing to risk going to Ireland himself to 
make an avpeal for peace if it would help!’’ 


Limitations of power 


It may be that the Big-Enders can 
no more pass through the strait gate 
of peace than the camel can pass 
through the needle-eye. They were 
not created or elected for such things 
by their constituents. Lord Bacon 
saw this long ago. ; 

“Men in great places are thrice servants— 
servants of the sovereign or State, servants of 
fame, and servants of business; so as they 
have no freedom neither in their persons, nor 
in their actions. nor in their times. It is a 
strange desire to seek power and to Jose 
liberty; or to seek power over others, and to 
lose power over a man’s self.” 

IT remember talking to Ramsay 
MacDonald about the ultimate view 
of Bruce Glasier, the pioneer of the 
ILP (as expounded in his “Meaning 
of Socialism” and “Socialism and 
Strikes”) that socialism ought to 
attain its ideals by a complete aban- 


donment of denunciations and threats, | 


and even of the weapon of the strike, 
in favour of an appeal for the right 
think simply because it was right. 
MacDonald agreed in his airy way 
but said, “Of course that’s true, but 
Glasier’s ideas must be translated 
into language that the people will 
understand.” In MacDonald’s trans- 
lations of it, the original socialism of 
the ILP could hardly be recognized. 
rr" ke 
OW hardly those with great 
possessions or great ambitions 
enter the Kingdom. The disarma- 
ment of our minds from megalomania- 
great schemes, high places, wide 
ambitions, popular policies—may be 
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Big-Enders and Little - Enders — II 


Persons, power, and peace-making 


one of the greatest renunciations of 
non-violence. ow i 

But it is not all renunciation; it is 
also the annunciation of the imme- 
diate opportunity, the occasion for 
peace-making, the Kingdom"that is in 
our midst. In the phrase of Berdyaev, 
the Russian philosopher and refugee, 
who may be even now_ leavening 
thought as surely as Karl Marx 
leavened thought in his days of 
penury and_ precariousness, the 
deliverance from our intermediate 
state of abstract ideologies and 
Utopias to the immediate state of life 
and action is “Where are you, what 
you can”—not individual egotism nor 
abstract socialism but actual per- 
sonalism in concrete situations. 

It was an apprehension of all the 
unsatisfactory business of public 
Meetings and resolutions against war 
that brought Emerson’s protest, in 
his “Essay on the Abolition of War,” 
against looking to “thet bloated 
vanity called ‘Public Opinion’ ”: 

“This is not to he carried by public opinion, 
but by private opinion, by private conviction, 
by private, dear, and earnest love. For the 
only hope of this cause is in increased insight, 
by the spontaneous teaching of the cultivated 
soul in its secret experience and meditation— 
that it is now time that it should pass out of 
the state of beast into the state of man; it is 
to hear the voice of God, which bids the devils 
that have rended and torn him, come out of 
him and Jet him now be clothed and walk 
forth in his right mind.” 


Eternal forces 


A later American, William James 
the psychologist, who had witnessed 
the achievements of Big Business and 
the other megalomanias and _ large- 
scale methods which still hold sway 
in America, put the case for _the 
Little-Enders in a pointed confession: 

“‘As for me, my bed is made; T am against 
bigness and greatnesa in all their forms, and 
with the invisible molecular forces that work 
from individual to individual . . . Bigger units 
are hollower, more brutal, ‘more mendacious. 
I am against all big organizations as such— 
the national first—and in favour of the eternal 
forces of truth which always work in the indij- 
vidual and immediately unsuccessful way, 
under-dogs always, till history comes after 
they are long dead and puts them on top.” 


A last word. Peace has its profits 
as well as its problems, its joys no 
less than its sorrows. In the finding 
of friendships and the making of 
peace we are no longer servants of 
States but sons in a widening family 
of men; and without friendship, no 
rights of man, nor resolutions passed, 
nor results achieved can make our 
yoke easy or our burden light. 
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“The author documents the book with 
great care’ and uses his authorities 
judicially. It is a thoroughly con- 
scientious piece of work which 
deserves equally conscientious readers; 
for the questions which it poses to the 
reflecting mind are of first-rate im- 
portance. 

This is what_J. Middleton Murry 
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the first edition of which was sold out in two 
months. The reprint is now ready and P.N. 
readers who are interested in establishing the 
truth about’ Russla should not mins this 
“thoroughly conscientious piece of work.” 
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‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


hard time safeguarding even the independence 
of her industry and commerce... that which 
normally confers prestige and power will be 
lacking in France. That is to say: if France 
tries to fight on that terrain she is beaten in 
advance. 

“We realize, of course, that this kind of 
defeat, or rather this form of inferiority, can 
be masked by an adroit policy of alliances, in 
the Talleyrand manner. But we know, too, 
that this kind of expedient, which can be use- 
ful for a short time and in a desperate situa- 
tion, is bound to prove dig&Astrous in the end. 
To divide the interested parties, seeking sup- 
port first from one, then from another, is to 
practise a policy of weakness, to turn one’s 
back on greatness.” 


Combat then calls for France to 
show her greatness “by achieving the 
organization of liberty.” “If we 
succeed, the brilliance of that revolu- 
tion will be such that no one will 
ever have to bother about raising the 
question of France’s world-wide im- 


portance.” That I believe to be the 
true voice of the France that is 
immortal. _ Will it prevail? 


Doubts in America 


NEITHER Senator Vandenberg nor 
4% Governor Stassen hag yet 
accepted his appointment by Mr. 
Roosevelt to the US delegation to the 
San Fransisco conference. Vanden- 
berg has demanded a free hand. His 
constituency, Michigan, contains a 
half-million Polish-American voters; 
and it is said that his misgivings 
about the Polish settlement are 
profound. 

Mr. James Byrnes, giving an officcal 
account of the Crimean decisions to a 
Press conference, said that “the status 
of Lvov is still under consideration.” 
Over here it is generally assumed 
that the Poles are to lose it. On this, 
and on the measures actually taken to 
secure free elections in Poland, much 
may .turn. d 

Even the reasonable M. Mikolajezyk 
is reluctant to take responsibility for 
the cession of Lvov. Nor was Mr. 
Churchill] able to persuade Gen. 
Anders, commander of the Polish 
Army in the Middle East, to accept 
the Crimea decisions. If Senator 
Vandenberg is convinced that the 
Poles are being dragooned, he may 
quite well carry all the Republican 
Senators into opposition to Dumbarton 
Oaks. Nevertheless, it may be that 
even Vandenberg, if che is told that 
the Polish settlement is part of the 
price paid for a Soviet declaration 
of war upon Japan, may reconcile 
himself. 


War office denial 


No instructions were issued by ¢he 
War Office on the subject of restric- 
tions on Christmas celebrations by 
prisoners of war in hospitals. 

This is stated in a letter from the 
War Office received by a Peace News 
reader who took up the matter after 
we had published (Jan. 19) a letter 
alleging that in one particular case 
instructions were received that for 
Prisoners there was to be no recog- 
nition of Christmas at all. 


a 


Frankau is encouraged 
DW ONALD Frankau, the entertainer, 

“has received so much supporting 
correspondence on his recent protest 
at the Variety Artistes’ Federation 
meeting (against the proposal that 
members should refuse to appear in 
the same programmes after the war 
as ex-enemy aliens) that he has had 
to use a circular letter of acknowledg- 
ment, 

He assures correspondents that he 
is encouraged by their “progressive- 
minded” letters. 

Mr, Frankau will write on the 
subject in The Leader next week 


WORDS OF PEACE 


Now tai4 


The future has as little place for 
that compromise, the gentleman, as it 
has for that later makeshift, the 
sentimental humanitarian. For the 
choice is now becoming quite clear: 
either acknowledge that the end does 
not justify the means, and then you 
have to go back and try the approach 
of friendship, only possible if your 
bona fides is above uspicion; or you 
have to acknowledge that the end does 
justify the means, and you will shrink 
from no means which will lead you to 
your end. 

—Gerald Heard in “These Hurrying 
Years.” 


Published from 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4, by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 


FOOD FOR EUROPE 


A soldier’s view 


(\OMMENTING on the statement by 

Mr. Richard Law, Foreign Office 
Under-Secretary, in the Commons on 
Feb. 14, on the subject of food for 
Europe, a “Serving Soldier” wrote in 
a letter to The Times, Feb. 20: 

“I cannot feel that Mr. Law is justified in 
his ‘confidence that our European allies under- 
stand that we are doing everything in our 
power’, judging by what one reads in the Press 
as being statements by the representatives of 
some of those allies. 

“‘Moreover, ,1 do not agree that ‘our main 
objective must be to bring the war in Europe 
to an end at the earliest possible moment’. 
This simplifies the issue too much. 

“The main objective must be to secure a 
lasting peace. If we do not give our European 
allies sufficient immediate economic assistance 
we are in danger of bringing about an atmo- 
sphere which will be inimical to the continued 
close co-operation between all the allies, with- 
out which a lasting peace will be impossible, 
no matter when the fighting stops.” 


YOUR part in the 


peace-settlement 


TPTHROUGHOUT the country many 
people are wondering whether the 
peace-settlement will, like the last 
one, sow the seeds of further disaster 
for mankind. Some of them pro- 
bably live in your district; some of 
them you may even know personally. 
Are you doing all you can to let 
them know about our series of 
articles, “Towards a Constructive 

Peace”? 

Public opinion was one of the 
factors that helped to make the last 
“peace” a bad one. Only if those who 
realize the importance of the decisions 
being taken now and in the coming 
months do their utmost to spread en- 
lightenment on the issues involved is 
there even a chance of public opinion 
playing a better part this time. 

These articles by well-known and 
well-informed writers give you an 
opportunity to help this to come about. 

We shall be glad to supply two 
new Peace News posters to any 
readers or sellers who can display 
them. They read: “Constructive 
Peace or Destructive Vengeance” and 
“Well-known writers on; What Kind 
of Peace?” 


Planning plus freedom 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


the poor.” “Present injustice—future 
tyranny,” as Chateaubriand insisted. 
And tyranny is a brittle foundation 
for a durable peace. Thus the build- 
ing of a durable peace begins at home. 

The supreme challenge to modern 
man is to evolve a social and economic 
system which combines Planning 
with Freedom. Only a society that 
has achieved a living synthesis of 
these two requirements can have a 
constructive and fundamentally 
peaceful foreign policy. 

Planning without-freedom leads to 
social frustrations which are liable to 
result in an irrationa} and unstable 
foreign policy. Freedom without 
planning leads to economic frustra- 


Dr. Rita Dinden 
will be next week’s 
writer in this series 


tions which set man against man, race 
against race, and country against 
country. 

The ideology of laissez-faire, which 
has now only a handful of adherents 
left in this country, is still dominant 
in the field of international economics. 
While most people agree that new and 
unorthodox policies must be applied 
at home, few people have so far 
realized that such a change in internal 
economic policy implies (and is un- 


manageable without) far-reaching 
changes _in_ international] economic 
policy. While it is recognized that 


to pursue full employment at home 1s 
the best that any country can do for 
the world as a whole, the measures 
relating to foreign trade control 
which are (for most countries) an 
indispensable pre-condition for the 
successful pursuit of internal full 
employment are still almost uni- 
versally denounced as “economic 
nationalism,” 
* 

THE world could benefit greatly, 

and the peace of the world would 
be more securely founded, if we suc- 
ceeded in organizing “the fullest 
exchange of goods and _ services 
throughout the world.” World trade 
reduces the economic significance of 


| Stirring peoples’ minds 


N R. S. C. W. Gill suggested in PN, Feb. 16, 
a that the mere statement that “We waited 
until Berlin was crammed full of refugees 
before we delivered our heaviest bombing 
attack" would ‘‘stir the minds and consciences 
of people.’’ The fact is (as Mr. Hughes pointed 
out in the letter immediately above his) that 
the timing of the raid is precisely what people 
regard as good about it. ‘ 

Similarly, the BBC made a great point of 
the timing of a raid on a Japanese area that 
had just had an earthquake. I have found 
people pleased rather than disturbed by these 
and the more usual cases of downright thug- 
gery committed in the name of liberation. 

Fortunately for mankind, there are a few 
individuals even outside the pacifist movement 
who still feel some degree of shame at these 
things. But the point here is that Mr. Gill 
(and others, including the Mottram school. 
judging by a longish personal experience of it) 
would not have the Jess ashamed people re- 
minded of the enormity of the crimes com- 
mitted on their (and our) behalf by stating 
them in terms of their own yardstick of evil 
--namely German practice. 

Mr. Gill does not object on the understand- 
able ground that it‘makes us unpopular. He 
pleads that his way is more effective. His way 
is to ‘‘confine ourselves to such simple state- 
ments” as he quotes. But we have seen that 
Reynolds News and the BBC also quote ‘‘such 
simple statements’’—-with approval. If he 
chooses to ignore this evidence of the actual 
effect of such news items, let him rest from his 
labour of correcting the tiny minority of paci- 
fists, happy in the knowledge that their in- 
effectiveness is offset by the “more effective” 
and influential Press and radio. 

HUMPHREY S. MOORE 
59 Waterfall Rd., New Southgate, N.11. 


Over-population and war 


In the exceedingly interesting and sympa- 
thetically written Peace News pamphlet, “To- 
wards Understanding Japan,” there occurs this 
phrase: “With the rapid growth of population 
{about one million a year) the saturation point 
both of rural settlement and food production 
have long been passed. The result is that 
Japanese must either emigrate or industrialize, 
very much as we have had to do.” 

In these few words I submit that the author 
touches on what is one of the bedrock prin- 
ciples upon which all pacifist doctrines of our 
time—indeed probably also of future genera- 
tions-——must ‘be based, i.e. the opposing of. the 
argument, often only tacit, but there, never- 
theless, that the remedy for overpopulation is 
expansion (at someone else’s immediate cost, 
of course, under present-day conditions), some- 
how or other. At this stage in the argument 
in slinks the horrible spectre of militarism 
(Oh, yes—I know he is pleasantly disguised as 
an exceedingly good-looking young man, duly 
pipeclayed and beribboned) as a means to this 
end of expansion, and out of the back door of 
the argument sneaks any regard for human 
kindness or consideration. whether on religious 
or ethical grounds. 

The remedy for a leaking ship is not a more 


political frontiers. Free access to 
world trade, on an equal basis, for 
every nation would solve the problem 
of Lebensraum for every nation. 
That much, it seems to me, is certain. 

But free access to world trade does 
not mean free trade. The fhllest 
exchange of goods and services is 
not ensured by refusing to plan and 
co-ordinate the flow of goods and 
services between nations. In fact, all 
modern experience shows that to leave 
world trade without purposive direc- 
tion is the most certain method of 
producing frightful “trade accidents,” 
just as much as leaving city traffic 
without proper scientific regulation 
produces road accidents. 

The refusal to plan world trade— 
to use planning devices such as barter, 
clearings, bulk purchase and_ sales 
agreements, “discriminatory” arrange- 
ments of mutual aid, and so forth— 
the denouncing of such devices as 
“economic nationalism,’ and the in- 
sistence on “free” convertibility, on 
“the removal of obstacles,” on the 
abolition of all trade controls, and so 
on—that is the most certain way of 
forcing the majority of nations into a 
high degree of national autarky. Even 
though you have to stop your car 
whenever you meet a red traffic light, 
the institution of traffic lights does 
not hamper the “free flow” of traffic; 
it does not reduce the average speed 
of traffic; it does not cause more 
road accidents. It does the opposite 
of all this. 


Not everything that looks like ‘re- | 


striction” is harmful. People have 
understood this with regard to traffic 
regulations, but not yet with regard 
to world trade. Without such an 
understanding it will not be possible 
to lay the economic foundations of a 
durable peace. 
* * * 
It is understood that the publication of this 
article does not commit the writer (or any 
other writer in the series) to the views and 


policies of Peace News or the Nationa] Peace 
Council. 


CORRECTION 


The omissioh of the word ‘‘not,"’ by a typo- 
graphical error, unfortunately made nonsense 
of part of the penultimate sentence in Lord 
Noe!-Buxton’s article in this series last week. 
The sentence should have read: “But we can 
at least balance the risks of one nolicy against 
another, and seek to avoid actions which would 
be permanent incentives to revenge, yet would 
not lay the basis of lasting peace.” 


«ta the Services welfare itself. 


LETTERS : 


powerful bilge pump and in my submission 
the remedy for over-population does not differ 
essentially from the remedy or remedies so far 
found effective against most evils—the tackling 
of the problem at its root. In other words to 
cease to over-populate. Ways and means of 
arriving at this happy result are today, at any 
rate, well known and easily practised even by 
the more ignorant elements. Today reference 
to such means is permissible even in your 
columns: unlike twenty years ago, it is quite 
respectable. 

It is the constant heavy-calibre propaganda 
of the politico-militaristie clique calling out 
for more and more cannon-fodder that we 
pacifists must endeavour to counter, even 
though at times we feel much sympathy with 
the voice that many generations ago cried in 


the wilderness. 
(Dr.) O. P. CLARK 
Worthing. 


Peace-makers’ duty 


Mr. Figgis accuses us of not pulling our 
weight. May I remind Mr. Figgis of a certain 
parable concerning a mote in the eye, and 
suggest that the lesson might be taken to heart 
at Headquarters. It is not we who are not 
pulling our weight, but the PPU. 

A peace-maker is not one who says he won't 
fight, nor is it he who tries to pacify those who 
ure fighting, but rather one who sees to it that 
nobody has anything to fight about. The 
establishment of peace on earth depends on our 
putting into practice the principle that we 
should treat others as we want to he treated 
ourselves. When the PPU tells us how to do 
this, it will no longer have to complain of lack 
of support. But it is frightened of doing this 
because of arousing controversy. 

Another quotation which is very apt to the 
present situation is contained in the twelfth 
chapter of St. Luke: “Suppose ye that I am 
come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay: 
but rather division.”” I may add that our local 
branch has just closed down. 

LESLIE WILSON 
7 Park Rd., Wallington, Surrey. 


Prejudicing the future 


Propaganda is planting two ideas in the 
publie mind: (1) That the Germans are all 
bad; (2) That to qualify as oa war-criminal 
you must be on the losing side. 

Can a favourable outcome be expected on the 
Jarger issues if truth and justice are thus set 


aside ? 
R. COLLARD 


Answer the beggars ! 


I think anyone who is inundated, as I am, 
with begging letters for war funds, Servires 
welfare, etc., should reply to each (using the 
envelope they enclose) and say they do not 
subscribe to war funds, and that the Govern- 
ment who gets us into these wars should see 
I tell them I 
give ta constructive work but not to destruc- 
tion and chaos. If everyone who receives these 
letters did this it would show them how many 
were for pacifism. The numbers might surprise 


them. 

IRENE PARSONS 
Little Birches, Hampers Lane, 
Storrington, Sussex, 


The, Dorothy Evans Memorial Fund will 
benefit from the entrance fees to a competition 
in which the Ambrose-and-Ann Appelbe Trust 
ia offering a £20 prize for the best essay 
setting out “A Plan of Campaign for Women 
Citizens.”” Essays, of 1,500 to 2,000 words, 
with 5s. entry fee, must reach the Hon. Organ- 
izer (Dorothy Evans Memorial Committee, 14 
Dartmouth St., S.W.1-—from which address full 
details can be obtained) between Apr. 3 and 30. 


The American Fellowship of Reconciliation 
has asked for a consultative, instead of its 
original voting, membership, of the National 
Service Board for Religious Objectors. The 
change in status would accord with the desire 
of the FoR’s Council to continue to help COs 
without helping ‘‘to administer conscription.” 


FOR YOUR 


Seeds 


GARDEN 


OR MARKET GARDEN (catalogue free) 

“IN YOUR GARDEN” Seedsmen 

NEWMAN ST., SHIRLEY TERMINUS, 
SOUTHAMPTON 


Please note our only address 


C.A. BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON, W.10. 
For all Printing & 
Stationery 


FRANCISCAN 
COMMUNITY 


(FREE-CATHOLIC) 


Needs members for Land work 
(Seaside Farm), Typing, Book 
and Church Furnishing Business, 
Craftsmen, and for Priesthood. 


Applicants under 30 years of age. 
Married or single. No capital 
required. ‘Branches also jn U.S.A., 
France, Poland, Lithunania, ete. 


Details for Stamp. 
REV. A. FRANCIS, BROMANS 


FARM, * 
EAST MERSEA, COLCHESTER, 
ESSEX. 


[Ss t! 
par 
milita) 
ARP-— 
that u 
ensure 
Two 
last F; 
based 
ment’s 
The 


mar 
The 
Cab 
post 


ay 
a 


far, 
Gov 
its « 
bein 
willi 
It i 
com 
w ho 


The 
Comm 
specto 
alread 
tinue : 


The } 
conscr 


The S 


“ey 
abou 
tion 
Eur 
be 1 
next 
with 
“J 
cons 
will 
afte 
and 
In a 
take p 
foreca: 
“In t 
many a 
28 will 
there w 
of reser 
“Whe 
returns 
campaig 

“For 
has not 
up for « 


The 
these 1 
presen 
plans 
indeed 
“break 
even, ] 
public 


—_—<— 


Ur 
Ame 
repo) 

“T) 
ener 
a Ja 
wour 
with 
com; 
that 
by J 
the « 
mad 
volui 
com; 


